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Letter No: 042/2025 
 

8th October 2025 
 
Dear Families, 
 

Learning Resource Centre (LRC) – Update for Year 7  

Reading is really important to us at Sandringham School and we are writing to you to outline how we nurture 
a love of reading and how you can help your child at home. 

Firstly, we want students to see the Learning Resource Centre (LRC) as their own and ensure they have 
dedicated time here. For example, during this half-term all Year 7 students will have had the opportunity to 
attend a library induction session. Class library visits take place every three weeks. During these English 
lessons, students have the opportunity to read independently and are able to talk 1-2-1 with a librarian about 
their reading.  

Secondly, we make it a priority that the books stocked in the LRC are shaped by students’ preferences. We 
have a fantastic range of fiction and non-fiction suitable for all ages and abilities. Librarians regularly update 
stock and our buying decisions are informed by student voice and demand, as well as current reading (and 
viewing) trends. 

Books currently popular in the LRC with Year 7 students include:  

• Skandar and the Unicorn Thief by A.F. Steadman 

• Escape Room by Christopher Edge 

• Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens 

• Stormbreaker (Alex Rider series) by Anthony Horowitz 

• Girl Missing by Sophie McKenzie 

We take great pleasure in recommending books to our students. This might be in the form of a specific title 
that we feel the student will enjoy, or through a selection of books on a specific theme or genre that the 
student can choose from. Our aim is always to try and put the right book into the hands of our students. 

We are proud of the culture of reading we have created at Sandringham, assisted by initiatives such as the 
Whole School Read, reading in form time and our KS3 e-Praise reading awards. Almost 90% of Sandringham 
students borrow books from the library and are regularly reading at home. To encourage this, Librarians 
reward reading aspiration and initiative by issuing house points, and all Year 7 students take part in the Year 
7 Reading Challenge. 

Reading regularly at home for pleasure not only improves literacy skills, allowing students to access all areas 
of the curriculum, but develops crucial concentration skills, leading to better focus and attainment levels in 
school. Through reading, young people are exposed to different cultures, perspectives and experiences 
which helps to develop their emotional intelligence and improve their mental health. The National Literacy 
Trust reports that regular readers feel happier, less alone, more understood, and more confident. 
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We ask for your continued support with helping your child find time to read at home. Many students find 
reading for ten to fifteen minutes before they go to sleep a relaxing way to unwind. Taking an interest in your 
child’s reading and creating a culture of reading at home can be hugely beneficial for students. Children who 
see adults reading are more likely to read themselves. We recommend talking about books, recommending 
titles and reading alongside or to your child.    

From a practical perspective, books are borrowed from the LRC on a three-week loan and can be renewed if 
a student does not finish their book during the loan period. If a book becomes overdue, your child will receive 
an automated email reminder. The expectation from English teachers is that students have a reading book in 
their school bag every day. 

Students can search, browse and reserve books on MySandstorm, Accessit Library Management (login via 
SSO). Under ‘Quick Lists’, students will find themed reading recommendation lists. 

https://uk.accessit.online/snd02/#!dashboard 

Our catalogue can also be accessed through the Sandringham School website.  

https://sandringham.herts.sch.uk/General-Information/Learning-Resources 

If you have any questions or queries, or require some reading suggestions for your child, please do not 
hesitate to contact us via sand-library@sandringham.aetrust.uk  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Dr Caroline Creaby 
Deputy Headteacher                              
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