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Letter No: 115/2026 
 

12th January 2026 
 
Dear Families, 
 

German Exchange 2026/2027 
Dates: German Group to UK – September 2026 

UK Group to Germany – March 2027 
 

I have pleasure in inviting your child to participate in the sixteenth German exchange between students at 
Sandringham and the Dietrich-Bonhoeffer Gymnasium in Quickborn near Hamburg.  For the past 15 years 
students from Years 9 and 10 have hosted Year 9 German students in September and then visited Quickborn 
later in the school year.  Each visit lasts a week. 
 
During the visit to St Albans, the English and German students go on a day trip together (last year to Oxford), 
and the German group have a day at Harry Potter Studios. The German students attend school at Sandringham 
for the other days.  The weekends and evenings are spent with families. 
 
While in Germany, our students visit Hamburg and another local town (last year Lübeck), attend lessons, spend 
afternoons with the German students in town and at home and generally experience life in Germany. 
 
We aim to follow the same pattern this year with the German group visiting us in late September 2026, with our 
group travelling to Germany in March 2027.  This is an exciting opportunity for our students to make meaningful 
contact with young Germans, to develop their language skills, and to broaden their life experiences.  
  
The cost of the exchange has not yet been finalised, but as it is an exchange, you would need to cover travel, 
insurance and day trips.  I will be looking into flights once I have the final number of students taking part.  It is 
not possible to give final costs yet due to unpredictable flight prices, but the cost should be approximately £450, 
plus costs incurred in hosting the German student.  We require an initial non-refundable deposit of £50 to 
secure your child’s place to be paid via ParentPay.  
 
In addition to making the deposit payment, please complete and return the attached questionnaire. Please 
email the completed form to trips@sandringham.aetrust.uk by Friday 30th January 2026 at the latest, so that 
I can make arrangements with the German school and can match students effectively. 
 
Families who host any visitor as part of the exchange will need to complete the appropriate DBS process for a 
volunteer. This process is free but will involve a check for at least one member of the house over the age of 
18. The school will send separate details regarding this process which will need to take place separately to any 
DBS that has been completed for employment purposes. Should you have any queries at this stage, please 
email trips@sandringham.aetrust.uk 
  
Once we have a list of families who have signed up for the exchange, we will communicate further regarding 
the process. 
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Please note that overseas governments do not require the same provision as in the UK. Therefore, hosting 
families are approved by the overseas schools and we receive written assurances about the appropriateness 
of the hosting families. Furthermore, as each partner family has the contact details of the other, it is assumed 
that both the students and the families will contact each other and develop a relationship of trust. 
 
Participation in this trip is subject to good conduct in school prior to the trip taking place.  If any student’s 
behaviour or attitude is in question and they are removed from the trip due to their conduct, any monies paid 
to date will not be refunded.   
 
We hope that this exchange visit will cement a long and beneficial exchange relationship. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Eileen Kincaid 
Assistant Director of Learning and Head of German 
 
Enc Student Application 
 
 


