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25" March 2026
Dear Families,

Update to Mobile Phone Policy at Sandringham

There has been significant discussion, both locally and nationally, regarding the use of mobile phones in
school environments. The Department for Education has recently confirmed its direction of travel, issuing
non-statutory guidance to all schools from Easter 2026. In essence, schools are expected to be maobile
phone-free environments by default, with any exceptions being rare and clearly justified. You can find further
detail here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools

Having reviewed our current approach, we will be making an adjustment to our Behaviour Policy from the
start of the Summer Term (13" April 2026).

At present, if students bring a mobile phone to school, it must be switched off and kept at the bottom of their
bag throughout the school day. This expectation remains unchanged.

What is changing is our response when this expectation is not met. From the Summer Term:

e |If a student is found using a mobile phone, or one that is switched on, or on their person (e.g. in a
pocket), they will receive a C3 consequence.
The phone will be confiscated and held securely by the school for a period of 5 school days.
After this period, the student may collect their phone at the end of the fifth school day (this may mean
over a school holiday period)

While instances of misuse are rare, we believe this change reinforces the importance of maintaining a
distraction-free environment and supports our aim of ensuring Sandringham remains a mobile phone-free
school during the day.

An updated version of the Behaviour Policy is attached for your reference. This will also be shared with
students in assemblies and published on the school website.

Sixth form students are currently permitted to have a mobile phone however they must continue to adhere to
only using during specific times and in the sixth form block.

Looking ahead to September 2026, we will be taking a further step. As part of our move towards a
smartphone-free environment:

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will not be permitted to bring smartphones to school.
If families wish their child to have a phone for travel or safety, it must be a basic device without
internet connectivity.

e These devices must still be switched off and kept in bags during the school day, in line with our
existing policy.
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Further guidance on suitable devices will be provided during the Summer Term to support families in
preparing for this change.

We do not normally change policy mid-year, however, our priority is clear: to enhance students’ wellbeing,
learning, behaviour and social skills, while reducing the negative impacts that mobile phones and social
media can have during the school day.

We greatly appreciate your support in helping us maintain a focused, safe and positive environment for all
students.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Gray
Executive Headteacher
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